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A Night With Galsworthy in, Chicago
By BARRETT H. CLARK.

American (our of ArnoldT11E some six years ago was con--
ducted upon the latest advertising prin-"eiple- s.

Mr. Bennett seemed to have more
Ito say about himself than any one else,
and like many another traveller from his
land he was profuse in his comments on
OCT own, mingling with them not a little
that was far from complimentary. Judg-
ing from his articles that appeared soon

after his arrival in Your United States lie
must have licgun writing his impressions
before he stood well clear of the customs'
officers.

Not long after "Sir. Bennett's arrival
there was a small news item in the Xew
York papers, tucked away on the eighth
page, statins that Mr. end Mrs John
Gabiworthy had come to New York to be
present ht the opening of Galsworthy's
new play The Pigeon. There, were no in-

terviews, no receptions, no lectures no
one seemed aware that the author of f'rii-terni-

ty

was in this country.
" But No Speech I'-

ll so happened that I saw the item on
the eighth pane and 1 wrote Mr. (tala-wort-

reminding him of a promise lie
had made thai if he ever c.imt; to. America
he would do his hot to come to Chicago.
I aked him whether he would care to be
the guest of tho Dramatic Club of the
University. He replied at once:

"I think it is ot impassible that my
wife and I mav be in Chicago next week.
I could come with great pleasure to your
liramatic Club on the express utiderstand-in- g

tltat I mo 1e hj speech, lwt jint chatted
and answered questions to the best of my
ability." In answer to my letter assur--
inghim that he would not be called upon
to speak, ho wrote: "T look forward to
the occasion now that T know I have not
to niake.n speech." IV next Utter con-

tained a warning.not .to let the Chicago
papers know that he Wns coming, for by
this iitnc .certain moro enlightened editors
had found out that Gahnorthy was some-tliin- g

of a celebrity,

Short and "Shy.- -

I Trent to the Congress Hotel on the
morning of the arrival of the. Galsworthy.
Making my way through the crowded
lobby I peered about, looking for the tall
and rather youthful man. I liad pictured
Mr. Gals worthy lo be, but. as I went to
the desk to telephone to "his' room T felt a
pluck at my lceve:iiid turning about I
recognized my guoM." Of course he was
unlike his picture. To begin with, he was
short and some jcars older than 1 had
imagined him. He was slight and wirv in
build, and his epK-.Mo- indicative of
great power and k.vn intelligence. He
was nearly bald, but the hair about lik
temples was gray. ULs fare was finely
inotlclled (the well h.ttil head is clearly
observable in r.H th pictures). The
mouth was nii'ier small and the light hlue
eyes exceptionally so. Ho used a monocle,
gold rimmed spectacles and a paice not.

My own embarrrvment was eqiihllcd
only b his. The so!er dignity and reti-
cence of the writer if characteristic of
the man's manner. With every apparent
leire on lu-- s part to be .communicative, he

merely utte-e- d a Tew commonplace, to

Legions of the Evcr morc

Air to prominent ts

. . the news ol
Will the War the new race

of men who fight and fly. The
fit st great flying book the best
description of present achieve-
ments -- the ntost ntrancing ision
of the futute slorv ol the air
is " C A V A L R Y OF THE
CLOUDS," by Captain Alan
Bott. recently severely wounded
and made captive by the Turks.
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which I politely mnnnnred "Yes" or
'No, indeed." He soon put a stop to this

gentle sparring, excused himself, and re-

turned a moment later with Mrs. (!als-wortli-

Mrs. Galsworthy.
The spirit of our small parly underwent

an immediate and marked change. I

could see that she was the spokesman of
the family. With her at Lis elbow he
was at his ease.

The dinner was an informal affair :md,
the only other guest of prominence was
Kobert Herrick, who, we thought, would
put the Galsworthys a little morc at their
ease. But a Mr. Herrick is not unlike
Mr. Galsworthy anil the returnee of each
appeared to react on tfie other, the dinner
seemed doomed. It was then that the tact
and charm of Mrs. Gklsworthj were
brought into play. Some one akcd Mr.
Galsworthy a question; he laid down his
fork and endeavored to an.-w-cr it. but lu
wife took up the conversation awl the af-

fair was launched. Hcrruk became
effusive, the members of t lie c''ih

risked asking questions and before long
Air. Galsworthy was almost making a
speech. Whenever be was at a hs ho
wile helped him out.

The Idea of ' Strife."
The conversation turned to Stnfr How

did the idea fir-- t take root in the drama
tif-C- mind? day," he answered. "I
s.tw two men at. the club. They were argn-in- g

and arguing about something and
their wrangles nver seemed to lead an
where. I took the idea- - of capital and
labor a a more dramatic theme and made
my characters tehave m much th same
way." This wns hi statement lli wife
elaborated it

Keme one then H.M;tvi him whiihtr the
scene at the end of the second net of 7 "

SHrer Hot was intentionally symbolic.

.t the same time Mr, iy wa
tellir.i: alo;it the militant safTragetle riot-i- n

lmdon. and the wholesale window
smashing. Her husband, takint: that inci-

dent a a cue. remarked : "You w.il re-

member that a: the end of the ar' !n
question Mrs. Barthwiek hears the .'one
hddrcn sobbing outside her open window.

Slie a-- k the butler to close the window n

she does not wa-i- t to hear the elublnn.
The butler does so. but she ill heir;
their voici1. It i my purpose. 1 fanev.
not to masli windows, but to open tin m

Mr Herrick nsktd our eruo--t aK:it the
report, often heard, that .r.fi-- r effeitcil a
radical change in Fmrlish prison eondi-tioii- .

The dramatist motletly n plied
that he felt sure surh was not the cac
It is true, he sa:d. that Winston Chunli-l'- l

was affivtol by a perlonuance of the
play and that certain reforms were maite,
li..: 'hee w.uld hae been made, at'd a"
thai the jIa did was possibly to !ui
rem.ndisi him of the condition of affair?.
He had no: written it for that purpose.
Here Mrs. Galsworthy put in a word and

said that '"Jack" had spent many month
isiting prisons throughout llnglanil.

A professor of Knglish. one of the
guest of honor, told Mr. Galsworthy that
he had recommended to his students' sotno
three or four Galsworthy books, and that
the students were struck by their pessim-

ism. The Englishman replied:

"Things As They Are."
''When people say I am pessimist ie, T

hardly know what to answer. I can't
see why thcy'should consider my looking
at things as they are .1 form of pessimism.
If my works have any moral value at all,
it i that they teach tolerance, sympathy
for the viewpoint of other people, that
they try to do away with 'stiffness.' use-

less conventions, the abuse of authority.
I am rather distressed to hear that my

readers think lr.c pessimistic.''
The conversation so far had centred

round the plays. Some one asked him
whether he preferred novel writing, and
he said: ''If I had to give up play writ-

ing or novel writing, I should give up
play writing. It may In- - liccausc the nov-

el was my first love, but I rather imagine
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that it is because I like the leisurely
methods of novel writing; I take pleasure
in wearing the web of a character. The
effect of a novel is more lasting than that
of the play. A play like Justice may per-
haps strike home at once, and possibly
cause a material reform, but a novel is
more effective in tho long run.. It is nat-

ural to me when I write plays to adopt
what I have termed an 'austere technique;
I reduce the whole to its essentials. The
game is interesting, but 1 prefer the
noveL"

"The Pigeon."
Before bidding the Galsworthys good-b- y

I asked Mr. Galsworthy Mrs. Galsworthy
was not present about the symbolic con-le- nt

of The Pigeon.' Without his wife he
was at a loss to explain it to me, and
asked me to write hhn. Here is the an-

swer:
'bout those dates in The Pigeon.

Christmas Eve because of Fcrrand's k:

'Hk is come, Monsieur!' and the
general tenor of Wcllwyn's acceptance of
every kind of outcast. New Year's Day
beeausi- - of IVrpind's remark: 'Appy
Xew Year!" width marks the disappear-anc- e

ol casual charity in favor of instilu-tionalifi- n,

of the era of outcasts in fa-

vor of the ei a of reformers. April 1

because of the joke at the end on the
Humhleuien, which symbolizes the fart,
or rather the essence of the play, thnt,
while Wellwyn (representing sympathy
anil understanding) is Wing 'plucked' all

through the play, he comes out anil knows

he does, on top at the end, as the only

possible helper of the unhelpnble. I hopo

this is sufficiently obscured!! ... I
wish we were coming back to Chicago, but
no such lu k. We are due lo sail on May
11. Best greetings from Ut. both."
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